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The Rising and Falling of “Free Airing of Views, Heated Debates,
Big—character Posters and Internet Speech Governance

CAlI Jin-rong

Abstract: “Free Airing of Views, Heated Debates, Big—character Posters” has been regarded as "a new
form of socialist revolution", and swept over China for several years. It was even incorporated into the Chinese
constitution twice, but abolished at last due to its negative social effect. However, because of its legal at-
tributes for the rights to make free speeches and long covered legal logic why it was abolished, it was easily
misread as a constitutional practice of denying the rights for the free speeches. The reasons to be abolished is
that it sampled the free speech was enveloped by power, causing the high level homogeneity in speech con-
tents so as lo enlarge its negative function. The current network speech, as a derivative of free speech rights
must be protected by constitution, while the speech governance should be started from two aspects: positive
promotion and negative constraints. The latter should follow the basic principles such as

Keywords: Free Airing of Views; Heated Debates; Big—character Posters; Right for Free Speech; Right

for Internet Free Speech; Governance
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